
AMERICAN HISTORY ESSAY  
Grades 5-8 

 
 

 DEVELOPING      PROFICIENT     EXCEEDS     

 
Content 

 

-Includes some information about 
WWI, but not all facts are correct or 
relevant or needed to explain and 
develop the essay  

-Includes accurate factual 
information with some explanation of 
the WWI era using some details to 
develop the essay 

-Explains important and accurate 
factual information of the WWI era 
using specific details and examples 
to develop the essay 

 
 
 

Impact/Rationale 
 

-Describes historical detail with little 
analysis and/or interpretation of the 
impact on personal or societal 
change 
-Paragraphs are somewhat logical, 
some lack topic sentences with 
supporting facts and few transitions 
 

-Some analysis and interpretation, 
but primarily description of historical 
details and with some pros, cons 
and/or consequences noted in either 
personal or societal situations 
-Paragraphs are logical with topic 
sentences and supporting facts, with 
some transitions to connect ideas 
together 

-Thoughtful analysis and 
interpretation by showing historical 
perspective of the pros, cons and 
consequences of both personal and 
societal change is evident 
-Paragraphs are logically organized, 
with topic sentences and supporting 
facts and transitions enhance 
narrative to connect ideas together 

 
Voice 

 

-Narrative contains interesting 
passages with simple or same 
sentence structure and clear word 
choices 
-First person viewpoint is not 
consistent 

-Narrative keeps the reader’s interest 
with some varied/interesting 
sentence structure and word choice 
that is clear, correct and concise 
-First person view point is consistent 
throughout the narrative 

-Narrative is captivating, drawing the 
reader into the essay by using 
varied/interesting sentence structure 
and engaging word choices. 
-First person view point is consistent 
throughout the narrative 

 
Conventions 

 

-Essay has many errors in grammar, 
usage and mechanics that distracts 
the reader or interferes with meaning 

-Essay has few distractions in 
grammar, usage and mechanics 

-Essay is free of distracting errors in 
grammar, usage and mechanics 

 
Bibliography 

-Uses 1 source, appropriate for 
grade level 
-Uses standard citation format, 
appropriate to source, but has errors 

-Uses 2 types of sources appropriate 
for grade level 
-Uses standard citation format, 
appropriate to source, with few 
errors 

-Uses a variety of 3+ sources 
appropriate for grade level 
-Uses standard citation format, 
appropriate to source, with minor or 
no errors 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS ESSAY 
Grades 9-12 

 
 DEVELOPING      PROFICIENT      EXCEEDS       

 
Content 

 

-Main ideas supported by facts to 
create a thesis 
 

-Main ideas and discussion are 
supported by accurate facts to create 
a clear thesis 
 

-Main ideas and discussion are 
supported by substantial and 
accurate facts to create a clear 
thesis 
 

 
 
 
 

Impact/Rationale 
 

-Inconsistently examines the prompt 
by conveying some ideas and/or 
information, supported by vague and 
or limited details 
-Provides structure that groups 
ideas, but is inconsistent; transitions 
inconsistently convey logical 
relationships between ideas 
-Presents a conclusion, that may 
weakly address main ideas 
 

-Clearly and accurately examines the 
prompt and conveys ideas, concepts 
and information supported with 
relevant facts and a few examples 
-Demonstrates an organized 
progression of ideas and uses 
transitions to link paragraphs 
-Presents a conclusion the 
emphasizes the main ideas 
 
 

-Effectively examines the prompt and 
conveys complex ideas, concepts 
and information clearly and 
accurately with relevant facts and 
examples 
-Demonstrates a thoughtful 
progression of ideas and uses 
effective transitions to link sentences 
and paragraphs 
-Presents a thoughtful conclusion 
that strengthens the main ideas 
 

 
 
 

Voice 
 

-Narrative is interesting in some 
passages, generally clear, but with 
limited variety in sentence length and 
structure with elementary word 
choices 
-Ideas are meaningful but lack 
originality or insight 
 

-Narrative keeps the reader’s interest 
with a structure that fits the prompt; 
transitions convey relationships 
between ideas with interesting, 
precise and fitting word choices  
-Ideas are meaningful and insightful 
 

-Narrative is compelling, drawing the 
reader into the essay using clear, 
concise, active and intentional 
variety in length and sentence 
structure with powerful and engaging 
word choices 
-Ideas are inventive, consequential 
and highly insightful 

 
Conventions 

 

-Essay has many errors in grammar, 
usage and mechanics that distracts 
the reader or interferes with meaning 

-Essay has few distractions in 
grammar, usage and mechanics 

-Essay is free of distracting errors in 
grammar, usage and mechanics 

 
Bibliography 

-Uses 1 or 2 types of sources 
-Uses standard citation format, 
appropriate to source, but has errors 

-Uses a 3 or more types of sources 
-Uses standard citation format, 
appropriate to source, with few 
errors 

-Uses a variety of sources 
-Uses standard citation format, 
appropriate to source, with minor or 
no errors 

 


